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Before we get started...

- Golden Silk Spiders are also callen
Banana Sploers

The banana spider exhibit at
www.shaduarovetrainingcenter.com
gets a Lot of visitors every day
durtng the summer months and |
et Lots of wonderful emall from
people who arve fascinated with these
enormous but gentle spiders. | am
pleased to add this avticle to our
exhiit.

Plense mjog L ~Marnie
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Hurricane warnings and preparations

© When we heard that Hurrleane Franclts wmioht be
heaaed our wag Ln Septemb@rgwét
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© | sent my
daughter to
MARE SUKE
that all the
doors on the
second floor of
the barn were
Loclkeed anol
bolted shut.
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The barw declke

The second floor of the
barn has a lavoe covered
deck. During the
SUMIILEY, LYoU CON find
Lots of baviann spiders
Living there, usually 15-
20 females and may be
twice that many males.

wWe Leave thetr webs alowne
SO wWe can wateh them P
close, and also because
they eat Lots of flies that
would otherwise be o
problem.
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The banawno sp’wlers...

© Llke to make thelr webs
between the columns,
from the voof to the hand
rail, and from the hand
il to the floor. They
create a sovt of double-
declker web all arownd
eooe of the deck. The
averaoe web size Ls albout
&t by & 1t, but some
are much Laroer.
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Theve are so Mmany banana sp’wters thot...

© Sometimes there are s vmany as = webs overlapping
the same space.

©just think how
many bugs they
eac!
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www.shadygrovetrainimgtcenter.com
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The WOASPS

* Because theve ave so many banana splolers
ow the poreh, there Ls o Meatthg WaSH
communttly nesting tnstoe the secondl
floor structure. They prey on both the
swaller banana spiders and the tnsects
caught tn thetr webs.
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The banana spiders were gonel

The first thing my dauwghter noticed whew she coame to
the porch that O{ag, was that all the bananno sp’wters WEre
OONE.

Thelr webs were
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The wasps were gong too!

My daughter hates the wasps anot was very cauntious
whewn she entereo the second floor. But there was not a
stngle wasp.

In fact, theve weve few
bugs of any kind to
ve found anywhere.

So, days before the
hurricane arvvived, the
insects had already
moved for safety.
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Hurrieame Framels

© When Hurricane Francls struck, she vipped the tops off
of the trees and dropped Lots of ratn on us.

In one day, everything changed.
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Hurvlecane Jeanne

© One month Later Hurvicane Jeanmne hit us with
enoudh raiw to create the 40 acre Lake Hutcheson
on top of our best pasture Land, and also a tornado.
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The tornado...

© Ripped up huoge trees and Left a trail of
destruction over a half mile Long.

« [t took 2 Lears to clean P the mess.




After the storwms...

© the water began to
recede and creatures
began to return.,

© BY the swmmer of
2006, the banann
spider ool wasp
populations were
almost baclke to
novimal.
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Now we wateh the
banana s]z’wlers...

when a storm flrst
APPEArs LA the
Atlantie,

If the banana splders
disappear, we prepare
for the worst —-no
matter what the
weatherman Ls
predicting.
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Hope You will VisLE. ..

© www.shadygrovetrainingeenter.com

Where You will find other tnteresting
creatures ano thelr stovies. ©

~Marnte and Vel
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